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This is an amendment to 15.2.3 NMAC, Sections 6 and 8, effective December 19, 2019. 
 
Explanatory Paragraph:  In 15.2.3.8 NMAC Subsections A and B, Paragraph (1) and Paragraphs (3) through 
(9) in Subsection C, Subsections D and E, Subsections G through N, Paragraphs (1) through (3) and 
Paragraphs (5) through (7) of Subsection O, and Subsection P were not published as there were no changes. 
 
15.2.3.6  OBJECTIVE:  [The objective of Part 3 of Chapter 2 is] To establish the qualifications of persons 
to receive licenses for engaging in horse racing in New Mexico as deemed in the public interest. 
[15.2.3.6 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.3.6, 04/13/2001] 
 
15.2.3.8  FLAT RACING OFFICIALS GENERAL PROVISIONS: 
*** 
 C. Racing secretary: 
*** 
  (2) Foal, health and other eligibility certificates:   
   (a) The racing secretary or their designee shall be responsible for receiving, 
inspecting and safeguarding the digital or paper foal and health certificates and other documents of eligibility for all 
horses competing at the track or stabled on the grounds. 
   (b) The racing secretary shall ensure that the foal certificates for all thoroughbred 
horses entered to race that were foaled in 2018, or thereafter, have a digital tattoo.  This digital tattoo shall indicate 
that the thoroughbred racing protective bureau has confirmed the identity of the horse and uploaded updated digital 
photographs to the breed registry database. 
*** 
 F. Horse identifier: 
  (1) General authority:  The horse identifier shall:  when required, ensure the safekeeping of 
digital or paper registration certificates and racing permits for horses stabled or racing on association grounds; 
inspect documents of ownership, eligibility, registration or breeding necessary to ensure the proper identification of 
each horse scheduled to compete at a race meeting; examine every starter in the paddock for sex, color, markings 
[and] lip tattoo or microchip (ISO11784), freeze brand or other approved method of positive identification, for 
comparison with its registration certificate to verify the horse's identity; supervise the tattooing, micro chipping, 
freeze branding or other approved method of positive identification, for identification of any horse located on 
association grounds.  Positive identification may include verification that the breed registration certificate has been 
submitted for correction or verification that the tattooing process has been initiated. 
  (2) Report violations:  The horse identifier shall report to the stewards any horse not 
properly identified or whose registration certificate is not in conformity with these rules. 
*** 
 O. Racing veterinarian: 
*** 
  (4) [The racing veterinarian shall place horses on the veterinarian's list, when necessary, and 
may remove from the list those horses which are, in the racing veterinarian's opinion, able to satisfactorily compete 
in a race.]  The official veterinarian or racing veterinarian shall maintain the veterinarian's list of all horses which are 
determined to be unfit to compete in a race due to illness, unsoundness, injury, infirmity, voluntary administration of 
a medication invoking a mandatory stand down time, administration of shock-wave therapy or any other assessment 
or determination by the official or racing veterinarian that the horse is unfit to race. 
   (a) Horses so listed are ineligible to enter in a race in any jurisdiction until released 
by the official veterinarian or racing veterinarian except when there is an administrative issue in releasing the horse 
from a veterinarian's list of another racing jurisdiction. 
   (b) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list due to illness, injury or infirmity 
unrelated to the racing soundness of the horse may be released from the list when a minimum of seven calendar days 
has passed from the time the horse was placed on the list. 
   (c) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for unsoundness or lameness shall be 
released from the list only after the following has been met: 
    (i) A minimum of seven calendar days has elapsed; 
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    (ii) the horse demonstrates to the satisfaction of the official veterinarian or 
racing veterinarian that the horse is serviceably sound and in fit physical condition to exert its best effort in a race; 
    (iii) the horse completes a published work after the seven calendar days has 
elapsed of four furlongs at 0:52 for thoroughbreds or better; or 220 yards at 13.3 seconds for quarter horses or better 
while being observed by the official veterinarian or racing veterinarian, and;  
    (iv) the horse submits to a post work official sample collection for 
laboratory confirmation for compliance with 15.2.6.9 NMAC at the expense of the current owner.  Samples shall be 
subjected to the same testing as conducted for post race official samples.  The presence of a prohibited substance in 
the post work sample shall result in the horse remaining on the veterinarian's list. 
   (d) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for voluntary administration of a 
medication invoking a mandatory stand down time shall be released from the list subject to the provisions and 
restrictions set forth in Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC. 
   (e) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for the administration of shock-wave 
therapy shall be released from the list subject to the provisions and restrictions set forth in Subsection C of 15.2.6.8 
NMAC. 
*** 
[15.2.3.8 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.3.8, 4/13/2001; A, 11/15/2001; A, 8/30/2007; A, 6/15/2009; A, 6/30/2009; A, 
12/1/2010; A, 5/1/2015; A/E, 6/28/2016; A, 9/15/2016; A, 12/16/2016; A, 7/1/2017; A, 9/26/2018; A, 5/1/2019; A, 
12/19/2019] 


