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This is an amendment to 16.39.5 NMAC Section 8 and 11, effective 12/16/2022.

16.39.5.8 APPLICATION - SURVEYOR INTERN AND PROFESSIONAL SURVEYOR:

A. Types of application - licensure as a professional surveyor or certification as a survey intern
require that an applicant present his or her qualifications on forms prescribed by this board.

B. Any application, to be complete, must include acceptable replies from references, official

transcript(s) provided directly from the university; and if applicable, verification(s) of prior examinations taken in
other state(s).

C. Board members shall not be used as references.

D. Applications for surveying intern certification will be accepted after an applicant has passed the
fundamentals of surveying exam and has graduated from a board-approved, four year surveying curriculum, or if a
graduate of an approved four year curriculum in a related science as defined by Subsection E of Section 16.39.5.7
NMAC and augmented with the required two-year combined office and field board approved surveying experience
obtained under the direction of a licensed professional surveyor. Class time will not be counted in the required years
of experience, but work prior to or while attending school may be counted toward the required experience at the
discretion of the board.

E. Applicants for the principles and practices of surveying examination having graduated with a
board-approved four year surveying curriculum of four years or more, or with a related-science degree, as
determined by the board shall have a minimum of four years of experience acceptable to the professional surveying
committee at the date of application and shall have passed the fundamentals of surveying examination.

F. No applicant will be eligible to take the professional surveying examination whose application for
eligibility has not been completed, reviewed and approved by the board, as set forth in 16.39.5.8 NMAC.
G. Applicants for the professional surveying license will be accepted after applicant has passed the

professional surveying exam, the New Mexico state specific surveying exam, and has fulfilled the education and
experience requirements. Successful passing of the professional surveying exam does not ensure licensure as a
professional surveyor. To satisfy the statutory requirement for board-approved surveying experience prior to
licensure, a candidate with a board-approved surveying curriculum of four years or more as determined by the board
shall have four years of experience acceptable to the professional surveying committee. This experience may be
acquired before or after certification as a surveying intern. A candidate with a related science degree shall have four
years of surveying experience acceptable to the professional surveying committee pursuant to the Engineering and
Surveying Practice Act, Subsection A of Section 61-23-27.4 NMSA 1978. After successfully completing the
professional surveying examination, an applicant, if necessary to meet the licensing requirements in the New
Mexico Engineering and Surveying Practice Act, shall update the application as provided by Subsection H of
16.39.5.8 NMAC.

H. To update a professional survey (PS) application file in relation to experience, the applicant must
complete an application update form and provide references acceptable to the professional surveying committee to
verify each additional experience record.

L Applications for licensure or certification by examination, comity or endorsement which have
been approved by the professional surveying committee shall remain valid for two years from the date of approval.

An applicant with foreign credentials requesting licensure by examination or endorsement shall
provide to the professional surveying committee’s satisfaction, evidence that the applicant’s qualifications are equal
to or exceed the qualifications for licensure in effect in New Mexico at the time of application.

K. All applicants for professional surveyor license shall show proficiency in the English language and
shall have a minimum of four years of experience if a graduate of a board approved, four year surveying curriculum
or eight years if a graduate of a board approved related science curriculum, working in the United States, or for a
United States corporation, under the direction of a licensed professional surveyor who can attest to the applicant’s
ability and knowledge as a competent surveyor.

L. When considering surveying applicants who are graduates of educational programs from a school,
college or university outside of the United States and its jurisdictions, or considering applicants from related science
programs, the board will evaluate and approve the degrees on an individual basis. The board may require an
independent evaluation of the education and such evaluation shall be done through an organization approved by the
board and at the expense of the applicant.
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16.39.5.11 SEAL OF LICENSEE:

A. Each licensed professional surveyor shall obtain a seal/stamp which must be impressed on all
plats, reports, etc., prepared by the licensee in responsible charge. Adjacent to the seal/stamp shall appear the
original signature of the licensee along with the date the signature was applied. Rubber stamps and all facsimiles of
signatures are not acceptable. Electronic signature as provided by law and board’s policy shall be acceptable.

B. The seal/stamp shall be either the impression type seal, the rubber type, or a computer-generated
facsimile. Computer-generated seals shall be bona fide copies of the actual seal/stamp specific to the work being
presented.

C. The design of the seal/stamp shall consist of either:

1) three concentric circles, the outermost circle being one and one-half inches in diameter,

the middle circle being one inch in diameter, and the innermost circle being one-half inch in diameter. The outer
ring shall contain the words, "professional surveyor" and the licensee's name. The inner ring shall contain the words
"New Mexico". The center circle shall contain the license number issued by the board. Any border pattern used by
the manufacturer is acceptable; or

2) a design approved by the board which contains the words "professional surveyor", the
licensee's name, "New Mexico", and the license number issued by the board each in text no less than [6-2] 0.1 inches
in height.

D. Professional surveyors who were licensed prior to the enactment of these current rules and who
have maintained that license without lapse, may retain and use the seals, stamps, and wall certificates previously
approved.

E. The seal and signature shall be placed on work only when it was under the licensee’s responsible
charge. The licensee shall sign and seal only work within the licensee’s area of discipline.

F. When the document contains more than one sheet, the first or title page shall be sealed and signed

by the licensee who was in responsible charge. Two or more licensees may affix their signatures and seals provided
it is designated by a note under the seal the specific subject matter for which each is responsible. In addition, each
sheet shall be sealed and signed by the licensee or licensees responsible for that sheet. When a firm performs the
work, each sheet shall be sealed and signed by the licensee or licensees who were in responsible charge of that sheet
and, in the case of multiple licensees, explicitly identify the portion of work attributable to each licensee.

G. An electronic signature, as an option to a permanently legible signature, is acceptable for
professional documents. The licensee shall provide adequate security regarding the use of the seal and signature. If
the document contains more than one licensee and is electronically transmitted as specified under the preceding
paragraph, each signature must contain an independent electronic signature.
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