
A SURPRISING FIND in 
the New Mexico State 

Archives…

We helped rewrite history!



Wild West History Association’s Request



Charlie Bowdre was known for two things: 1) 
He rode with Billy the Kid’s Gang 2) Pat 
Garrett killed him thinking he was Billy



Charlie Bowdre married Manuela before he died…
but who was she…Herrera or Gonzalez?

Many sources cite that 
Charlie Bowdre had married  
TWELVE-Year-Old 
Manuela Herrera, in Santa 
Rita, Grant County New 
Mexico in 1878.

But the 1880 San Miguel 
County Census record 
shows her as being 25

Manuela “Herrera” 
could not be the 
woman in the blood-
stained photograph as 
has been stated over 
and over again in the  
abundance of  Billy 
the Kid books. 

So who did Charlie 
marry?





Manuela Gonzalez’ Signature on the Probate 
Record



Translated from Spanish to English by 
Nicolasa Chávez, NM Deputy State Historian





Credit to the NM State Archives from 
Edward Jordan, Wild West History Association
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