A SURPRISING FIND in
the New Mexico State
Archives...

We helped rewrite history!




Wild West History Association’s Request

RE: [EXTERNAL] Records Request

Packard, Gail, SRCA on behalf of A, SRCA
To @ Hunt, Dena, SRCA
Cc Edward J. Lanham

(i) You forwarded this message on 12/3/2024 2:22 PM.

Request No. 2024-128
Due Date: 9/26/2023

4. Also, I am searching for a very important document, a probate court record between Manuela Gon-
zales (Mrs. Charlie Bowdre) and the estate of Charlie Bowdre. I think in San Miguel County. Probably
between 1881 and 1886. When Charlie's estate was settled it was claimed by Manuela Gonzales.




Charlie Bowdre was known for two things: 1)
He rode with Billy the Kid’s Gang 2) Pat

Garrett killed him thinking he was Billy
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Charlie Bowdre married Manuela before he died...
but who was she...Herrera or Gonzalez?

Many sources cite that
Charlie Bowdre had married
TWELVE-Year-Old
Manuela Herrera, in Santa
Rita, Grant County New
Mexico in 1878.

But the 1880 San Miguel
County Census record
shows her as being 25
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Manuela “Herrera”
could not be the
woman in the blood-
stained photograph as
has been stated over

and over again in the
abundance of Billy
the Kid books.

So who did Charlie

marry?
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Manuela Gonzalez’ Signature on the Probate
Record
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I found her name at the very bottom of page 125, Manuela Gonzales.
We very much appreciate what you have done to promote history in truth.




Translated from Spanish to English by
Nicolasa Chavez, NM Deputy State Historian

. proven in open court
este dia 12 de marzo A.N. 1881

this day March 12, 1881
Pedro Maxwell Sello

Maria [Manuela? Maria el?] Gonzalez Sello Probate Judge [rubrica]

Lorenzo Labader[?] Sello Pedro Maxwell seal

Manuela[?] Gonzalez seal

Lorenzo La[badera] seal

This is great, thank you so much! Please also tell Nicholasa that we are deeply indebted for the service provided.




;ﬁ Charlie Bowdre. The Remarkable Find Has Rewritten History. Manuela, Lady in BI... ~»
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CHARLIE BOWDRE. REGULATOR,
COWBOY & GUNFIGHTER “"IDENTIFYING

MANUELA, LADY IN BLOOD-STAINED
IMAGE™




Credit to the NM State Archives from
Edward Jordan, Wild West History Association

- SPECIAL THANKS

Paul Johnson
Ralph Kennedy

Robert Buckley
Robert McCubbin Collection
New Mexico State Archives
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