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Explanatory note:  HSD will be issuing a temporary emergency rule which was implemented and effective for 
benefit month October, 2017.  HSD is amending the rule to be in compliance with the federal law which would 
otherwise place HSD in violation.  This temporary emergency process does not permanently amend or repeal the 
existing rule.  The emergency rule will only remain in effect until a permanent rule takes effect under normal rule 
making process. 
 
This is an emergency amendment to 8.139.610, Section 12, effective 04/01/2018. 
 
8.139.610.12 GENERAL (BENEFIT AMOUNT) 
 A. The SNAP benefit amount to be issued depends on the number of eligible members in the 
household and the net monthly income used to determine eligibility. 
  (1) HSD uses a 30-day calendar month to determine a household's SNAP benefit amount.  A 
household applying on the 31st of the month will be treated as if it applied on the 30th. 
  (2) When a household is determined eligible, the SNAP benefit amount is calculated, 
issuance authorization is processed that night, and SNAP benefits are issued the following work day. 
 B. Maximum food stamp benefit amount: 
  (1) The maximum food stamp allotment (MFSA or maximum food stamp benefit amount) 
"means the diet required to feed a family of four persons consisting of a man and a woman 20 through 30 years of 
age, a child six through eight years of age, and a child nine through 11 years of age determined in accordance with 
USDA calculations".  The cost of such a diet is the basis for determining uniform SNAP benefit amounts for all 
households regardless of their actual composition.  To develop maximum SNAP benefit amounts, USDA makes 
adjustments in the MFSA taking into account economies of scale and other adjustments required by law. 
  (2) Except when  SNAP benefits are prorated and when reductions are made at the national 
level, a household's monthly SNAP benefit amount is equal to the MFSA for the household's size reduced by thirty 
percent of its net monthly income.  The basis of issuance tables (supplement 400-B) contain the maximum SNAP 
benefit amounts by household size and income. 
  (3) If the tables (supplement 400-B) are not used, the maximum SNAP benefit amount can 
be calculated by multiplying a household's net income by thirty percent, rounding the result up to the next whole 
dollar, and subtracting that amount from the MFSA for the appropriate household size (Subsection E of 8.139.500.8 
NMAC). 
 C. Initial month:  A household's SNAP benefit amount for the initial month of certification will be 
based on the day of the month the household applies for SNAP benefits.  The household receives SNAP benefits 
from the date of application to the end of the month, unless the applicant household consists of residents of a public 
institution. 
  (1) Applying from institutions:  For households applying for SSI and SNAP benefits before 
release from an institution, the SNAP benefit amount for the initial month of certification will be based on the date 
of the month the household is released from the institution.  The household will receive SNAP benefits from the date 
of the household's release from the institution to the end of the month. 
  (2) Benefits less than $10:  If the initial month's calculations yield a SNAP benefit amount 
of less than $10, then no issuance will be made for the initial month.  For households entitled to no SNAP benefits in 
the initial month, but eligible in subsequent months, the caseworker shall certify a household beginning with the 
month of application. 
 D. Minimum benefit amount: 
  (1) Except during an initial month, all eligible one- and two-person households, including 
categorically eligible households, will receive a minimum monthly SNAP benefit amount [of $16.00]. 
  (2) [All eligible households with three or more members entitled to $1.00, $3.00, and $5.00 
SNAP benefit amounts will receive SNAP benefit amounts of $2.00, $4.00, and $6.00, respectively, to correspond 
with current coupon book denominations.] Determination:  Minimum amounts are determined by federal 
guidelines and may be adjusted each year.  All eligible one and two person households, including categorically 
eligible households, will receive the minimum monthly SNAP benefit amount, which can be found at 
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/cost-living-adjustment-cola-information. 
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